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FIRST ANNUAL MARLIN FEST KICKS-OFF AUGUST 17 – 41ST USVI OPEN/ATLANTIC BLUE MARLIN TOURNAMENT BEGINS AUGUST 18
Photo: Excitement on the IGY American Yacht Harbor docks for the 2012 USVI Open/Atlantic Blue Marlin Tournament.
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St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands. Sports fishermen, fishing enthusiasts and landlubbers alike can now celebrate the blue marlin season in the U.S. Virgin Islands. The first annual Marlin Fest is coming to Red Hook, St. Thomas, and everyone is invited!

“Marlin Fest is a week of fun packaged vacation activities planned around the USVI Open/Atlantic Blue Marlin Tournament (ABMT), also known as the Super Bowl of Big Game Fishing Tournaments,” explains tournament director Jimmy Loveland. “You could say we spent 40 years building the tournament, now we’re putting the bleachers around it.”

Marlin Fest activities include:

• Saturday August 17: Red Hook ‘Jump Up’. From Noon until 6 p.m., the upper parking lot at the IGY American Yacht Harbor Marina will be filled with food, drink, arts and crafts vendors. Special attractions include coal-pot cooking, fresh local produce for sale and a bird show for the kids. At 6 p.m., festivities move across the street to the front parking lot of the Red Hook Shopping Center. Seven restaurants will compete for ‘Best of the Fest’ honors. The Caribbean Show, featuring Mocko Jumbies and Fire Eaters, starts at 8 p.m. Admission is free

• Sunday August 18: BVI Day Sail to Jost Van Dyke. Have lunch at Foxy’s, snorkel and swim up to the Soggy Dollar Bar on White Bay.

• Monday August 19 and Tuesday August 20: Wet N’ Wild Center Console Tournament. Fish for billfish, wahoo and yellowfin tuna on the South Drop. Prizes for Best Boat and top three anglers. Center console boats are available for charter.

• Wednesday August 21: Golf Tournament at Mahogany Run Golf Course, St. Thomas. First prize is a full-day blue marlin trip aboard the Marlin Prince for four anglers. Hit a hole in won and earn free entry into the 2014 ABMT!

• Thursday August 22: BBQ Beach Farewell Party. Ribs, chicken and all the fixings at beautiful Lindquist Beach Bay, St. Thomas.

To join in the BVI Day Sail, Center Console Tournament, Golf Tournament and/or Beach BBQ, simply visit www.abmt.vi/pages/mfweb.htm, book your reservation and pay by credit card. Checks are made out to the Boy Scouts of America. Mail to: ABMT, 6616 Estate Nadir, St. Thomas, VI 00802. Buy early as some of the activities have limited participation. 

Meanwhile, over 30 boats from the Caribbean and U.S. are registered to fish in the ABMT.

“Peje, which won Best Boat last year, and Mojito, with last year’s top angler, Jose Valdes, Jr, will be back to defend their titles,” says Loveland. “Local charter boats Black Pearl, Marlin Prince and Free Spool are also entered.”

Fishing fans can visit the IGY American Yacht Harbor Marina in the early evening when the fishing fleet returns to the docks. The number of flags flying on the outriggers equals the number of marlin each boat has released for the day. The boat and angler that release the most marlin first wins! Tournament fishing days are August 18, 19, 20 and 22.

Marlin Fest, developed as a community backed project, has been created to help fund the Marine Vocational Program of the V.I. Council of the Boy Scouts of America, the ABMT’s beneficiary for four decades.

For more information, call: (340) 775-9500, Email: loveto@islands.vi or visit www.abmt.vi
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